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purchased and sold with their lands. They are thus caught in a
vicious circle which has held them in the grip of econofnic
bondage and social degradation for centuries.1

Government must abolish by penal legislation bond-slavery
or peonage to which the depressed classes have been reduced
here and there. They should also remove their civic disabilities.
Depriving a person of the use of public property like wells
should be made a criminal offence. This will not be enough.
We have seen that high castes often take concerted action to
deprive these people of the use of public wells, schools, etc. To
counter this pressure, the depressed classes may also have to
be organized. Doubtless, the depressed castes are disparate. But
such groups will derive the necessary cohesive force from the
urge to win certain rights. The throwing open of these wells
will not, however, remove all their difficulties. In many a place
depressed class quarters are a long way off'from those of high
caste Hindus. In such cases provision of pukka wells in depress-
ed class quarters is highly desirable. Government should
bear the entire cost of construction of such wells, for these peo-
ple can hardly afford to contribute anything.

So far as schools are concerned Government must see to
it that there is no discrimination against depressed class
students. Educational authorities should keep a strict watch over
teachers in the countryside. Institutions which refuse admission
to depressed class children should not be given grants from
public funds.

The throwing open of temples to these people will be highly
desirable, for the temple is a soclo-religious institution; This is,
however, a matter of reform for the Hindu community and does
not concern the Government directly. But if the Hindus want
to seek the aid of law in removing this disability of the depress-
ed classes, Government must not stand in their way. Giving
them the right to enter temples will not remove all their disabi-
lities, but it will help in removing some of them at least. At any
rate, it will be conducive to the growth of harmonious relations
between these people and other Hindus.

1 R. K. Mukerjee: "The Present problem of the Depressed Castes in
India", a lecture delivered at the Lucknow University, 1939.